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TAGS: PFOR, LE, IS 

SUBJECT: MEETING OF MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION 
REF: BEIRUT 5673 

1. FOLLOWING RECEIPT REFTEL, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
ATHERTON TELEPHONED ISRAELI MINISTER ID AN AT NOON MAY 17 
TO EXPRESS CONCERN OVER ADVERSE EFFECTS OF POSSIBLE 
COMPLICATIONS ALONG LEBANESE- ISRAELI BORDER AT TIME PRESI- 
DENT FRANGIE CARRYING ON DIFFICULT NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
FEDAYEEN. ATHERTON SAID HE WAS CALLING ON BEHALF OF 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY SISCO AND WHAT HE HAD TO SAY SHOULD 
BE CONSIDERED AS BEING FROM SISCO TO AMBASSADOR DINITZ. 

2. ATHERTON SAID WE HAVE MESSAGE FROM EMBASSY BEIRUT NOT- 
ING THAT LEBANESE ARMY UNITS HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN FROM 
SOUTHERN BORDER IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN POSITIONS IN BEIRUT 
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AREA. REPORT INDICATES FEDAYEEN ARE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF 
THIS TO INFILTRATE BANDS INTO SOUTHERN BORDER AREA. SPECU- 
LATION IS THAT FEDAYEEN MAY SEEK TO PROVOKE INCIDENTS 
ALONG BORDER WITH ISRAEL IN ORDER TO EMBARRASS FR ANGIE AT 
CURRENT DELICATE STAGE IN HIS NEGOTIATIONS WITH FEDAYEEN. 
ATHERTON SAID WE URGE THAT IF THERE SHOULD BE INCIDENTS 
AT THIS PARTICULARLY DELICATE TIME THERE NOT BE RETALIA- 
TION BY ISRAEL ACROSS BORDER. ATHERTON STRESSED THAT 
RETALIATION INSIDE LEBANON COULD DESTROY FRANGIE' S CHANCES 

OF GETTING AGREEMENT WHICH WOULD CURB FEDAYEEN. 

3. IDAN ASKED RHETORICALLY WHAT ARE WE EXPECTED TO DO. 

ARE WE TO SIT BACK AND GET SHOT? ATHERTON SAID HE WAS 
NOT A MILITARY EXPERT AND COULD NOT GIVE TACTICAL ADVICE. 
HOWEVER, THERE ARE VARIOUS WAYS OF HANDLING SITUATION AND 
WE HOPE IT CAN BE HANDLED WITHOUT CROSSING BORDER. 
ATHERTON AGAIN EMPHASIZED DAMAGE THAT ISRAELI OPERATION 
IN LEBANON WOULD DO AT THIS STAGE OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 
GOL AND FEDAYEEN. HE NOTED THAT LEBANESE ARMY IS AL- 
READY BEING ACCUSED OF TURNING ITS BACK TO " ENEMY" AND 
TAKING UP POSITIONS TO FIGHT " FELLOW ARABS." IDAN SAID 
MUST TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THAT GOI IS NOT IN HABIT OF 
PUTTING ITS PEOPLE IN DANGER AND NOT REACTING; HE ADDED 

HE WAS SURE IDF WOULD REACT IN MOST APPROPRIATE WAY IF 
FEDAYEEN ATTACKS OCCURRED. ATHERTON SAID OUR REPORT INDI- 
CATES THAT FEDAYEEN ORGANIZATION SPECIFICALLY INVOLVED IS 
PFLP/ GC. AN EXTREMIST GROUP WHICH HAS BEEN ONE OF MAIN 
TROUBLEMAKERS IN FRANGIE’ S ATTEMPT TO BRING SITUATION 
UNDER CONTROL. 

4. IDAN ASKED WHETHER LEBANESE KNOW USG SPEAKING TO ISRAEL 
ON THIS MATTER. ATHERTON SAID NO, WE ARE DOING THIS 
BETWEEN USG AND GOI, AND ON OUR OWN INITIATIVE. GOL IS 
WORRIED RE SITUATION, BUT WE ARE EXPRESSING OUR OWN 
INDEPENDENT CONCERN. WE BELIEVE PRESIDENT FRANGIE IS 
DOING WELL IN HIS EFFORTS TO BRING FEDAYEEN UNDER CONTROL 
BUT AS ATHERTON HAD ALREADY SAID ARE CONCERNED ABOUT 
EFFECTS OF BORDER INCIDENTS ON NEGOTIATIONS CURRENTLY 
TAKING PLACE IN BEIRUT. WHAT FRANGIE TRYING TO 
ACCOMPLISH IS IN ISRAELI AND US INTERESTS AS WELL, AND 
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WE ARE ASKING GOI GIVE WEIGHT TO THESE BROADER CONSID- 
ERATIONS. IDAN SAID HE WOULD REPORT OUR APPROACH. RUSH 
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